featured article on AIDS." 8 The article that the student referred to was an informative article published a few days prior that explained what AIDS was and dispelled several myths about the disease. It included a chart detailing the symptoms and precautions students could take to avoid contracting AIDS.
9
The student's statement showed that it took courage to talk so openly about AIDS, even after three years had passed since its initial outbreak. Cal Poly remained outspoken through the student newspaper by publishing prevention methods and informing students of risks and precautions.
Cal Poly literature revealed major discrepancies when it came to various reports on the level of seriousness with which students perceived AIDS. On one hand, there were several instances when faculty and students themselves maintained an unconcerned attitude towards the virus. A representative for the AIDS foundation in San Francisco, in The Mustang Daily, stated that "the biggest problem with college students is they do not see AIDS as a 'young persons disease'." 10 In many cases, the same seems to be true for Cal Poly students. In a 1985 article, only two out of six students responded "yes" to the question "are you concerned about the disease AIDS or are you afraid of catching it?" 11 Yet other publications seemed to tell the opposite story, in some cases within the same article. In an article that interviewed the president of the Cal Poly Gay and Lesbian Student Union (GLSU), he stated that AIDS has strongly impacted his friend group, who consequently decided to cut back on risky behavior since AIDS' spread. Yet the advisor of the GLSU The same contradiction arose in a piece focusing on STDs at Cal Poly, when the Director of the Cal Poly Health Center, Dr. James Nash, voiced concerns that students on campus tend to have an "it would never happen to me" mentality and should be more concerned with the rise and spread of AIDS;
however, a fellow health professor followed his statement by saying that she found Cal Poly students seemed very concerned as she got several students worried about AIDS coming into the health center each week. 13 One possible explanation for the conflicting reports of student concern was that students believed the cure was just on the horizon. As one student explained in a letter to the editor in 1984, "the cure for AIDS is almost here." 14 Cal Poly faculty, like Dr. Nash over-exaggerating students' lack of concern, was another equally valid possibility. Although the question cannot be sufficiently answered, it was clear that students' concern, or lack thereof, was not due to a lack of knowledge of the virus.
By far one of the biggest misconceptions perpetuated during the years following the AIDS outbreak was that the disease was caused by or exclusively transmitted through homosexual men. This misconception lead to many negative reactions and general mistrust or hostility towards homosexual men. however, were more explicit in pointing a finger at Cal Poly. One such student writing to the editor expressed that they had read and heard "derisive comments about gays at Cal Poly," in part due to the stigma surrounding AIDS and the belief that it would "cure the world of gays." 16 These instances were not the only ones indicating that Cal Poly was affected by social stigma surrounding AIDS. Gene Calgari, the president of the GLSU, shared similar insight in an article focused on the growing anti-gay attitude at Cal Poly. Caligari stated that he had observed anti-gay sentiment on campus and that he believed that such sentiment was preventing closeted students from coming out. 17 A fellow member of the GLSU stated on another occasion that she highly doubted any gay students who suspected they could be infected would go to the campus health center due to the stigma surrounding AIDS. 18 As given in these testimonies, many students acknowledged that they felt marginalized or discriminated against because of the opprobrium of their fellow students; however, the fact that the paper chose to include the testimonies at all and allowed students to openly discuss the issue demonstrates the willingness of Cal Poly to address AIDS and peoples' thoughts on the virus.
Articles and editorials featured in

The Administration
The student's opinions gave insight into how the student body dealt with the stigma and common misconceptions associated with the topic of AIDS. To further understand the reaction of Cal Poly as a whole, an analysis of the administration's responses to AIDS is also necessary. It was, after all, campus administration's responsibility to decide how to deal with the growing epidemic.
When it came to education and awareness of AIDS, administration prevailed in creating open discussions. The Mustang Daily published several stories on AIDS, which signified that Cal Poly's administration allowed such discussion to be presented to students.
16 'A concerned student', "People Urged to Recognize Alternative, Gay Lifestyles," 2. to save your life…until the cure for AIDS is found." 29 The student's mixed responses showed that although many students demonstrated more progressive attitudes towards prevention, some stood by Cal Poly's conservatism. The fear of promoting promiscuity, or of being seen as doing so, became one of the major setbacks that persuaded administration away from taking firm action.
A Comparison with San Francisco State University
AIDS was a commonly explored subject because of its massive effect on the world. The disease came unexpectedly and was shrouded in mystery during the first years of its discovery; it went from a nameless illness, to a widely known and feared plague. Due to its sudden nature, Cal Poly, along with all college campuses, had no existing plan for the occurrence of a global outbreak.
In 1985, three years after AIDS was given a name and its symptoms became known, Cal Poly still had no plan in place specifying any regulations in rela- 
Overview of Cal Poly
The articles produced by The Mustang Daily opened up several discussions about AIDS and revealed how students' opinions of the crisis affected them.
The administration's words and actions also gave insight into the management during an epidemic. Cal Poly did fall victim to certain taboos encompassing the AIDS virus. Homosexual men at Cal were deeply affected by taboos; as a group, they especially felt the strain of judgment transferred from the epidemic to their select group of people. At this time, sex was seen as taboo, and the promotion of condoms was seen as promoting promiscuity (mainly by the fault of administration). In spite of seemingly unavoidable taboos for Cal Poly, it made a superior effort to always keep students well-educated about the disease through the various different events, both local and campus based, which students were invited to. The mixed consensus of students, either terrified of AIDS or unaffected by any paranoia, showed that students were indeed thinking critically about the crisis during its development. What distinguished Cal Poly from other universities like San Francisco State was their hesitation to put into play actual policies or provide more mobilized support to help students. 
